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orJcr and kept do*n all attempts at rebellion. They defeated Spain
and de*troved its naval supremacy; France and other countries were
anxious to* seek iheir friendship. They increased England s prestige-
and raised her position on the continent. England was feared and
respected.

<>. There was perfect harmony between the Parliament
;md the Tudor Sovereigns. They understood each other
and thus accommodated each other. The Tudor sove-
reigns wanted to establish a strong personal rule in the
country for the benefit of the people and then a
strong * government was a great necessity of those times
for the great lords and nobles were always on the look
out of opportunities to disturb peace and order of the
counlrj and take advantage of the disturbed conditions. The
Parliament also knew full well that a weak king was unfit
for the purpose of keeping down the turbulent nobles.
Under these circumstances "the people and the parliament
willingly co-operated with the Tudor sovereigns for other-
wise peace, security and prosperity were impossible and
the best interests of the country could not be served. '

The above facts show that the Tudors were great patriots and
though they wielded vast powers they used them for the interests of
their" peopfe and the country. Their outlook was national and in
everything they had the support of the nation. They were strong and
self-willed but they always had the good of the people at heart. They
were, therefore, more of dictators than despots.

Q, Discuss the main features or characteristics of Tudor des-
potism, Or.

Q.   State carefully the nature of Tudor despotism,

MAIN FEATURES OF TUDOR DESPOTISM

3, Tudor Despotism was Benevolent and Enlightened. The Tu-
dor Sovereigns, though despots, never forgot the welfare of their
people, fn all their actions and policies they carefully kept in view
the best interests of their people. It was not a tyranny exercised by
the rude and uncivilized rulers but it was intelligent exercise of power
for the benefit of the people.

2. // was Popular and National. The people were tired, of the
evils of the Wars of the Roses. There was anarchy and lawlessness
in the country which the turbulent nobles had caused during thirty
years of the Wars of the Roses. People wanted strong Kings on the
throne who could suppress the unruly barons and give peace and
security to the country. Under these circumstances the people were
prepared to lend every support to a strong king. The Tudor Sove-
reigns had the national backing, i.e,, it was based on the willing loyalty
and support of the people. A. J. Grant ha$ very correctly said,
"The rule of Henry VII was generally welcome because it gave the
country rest from Civil War and the opportunity for industrial and
economic progress." Practically the whole nation supported the